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16       A WHOLESOME VISION

Myrc's Festial, E.E.T.S., 1901, p. 5, It must be remembered that, as
the Church was the poor man's Bible, so the most conspicuous paintings in
the churches often represented, with the crudest realism, the Last Doom
and the pains of hell.

Seynt Bede telleth that ther was a husbond-man yn
Englond that fell seke, and lay as for ded from the eventyde
tyll the morow. Then aros he, and departed his godys1 yn thre
partyes, and his partye he gaf to pore men, and yedea and
was made a monke yn an abbay that stod by a watyr syde.
Ynto the whech watyr ych3 nyght he yede yn, \ver hyt never
soo coold froste, and stod ther long tyme of the nyght. And
when he was asket, 'why he put hymselfe ynto so moche
penaunce,he tmswered: "Forto eschoyn* the more payne that
I have seyn," and ete barly-bred, and dranke watyr all his lyfe
aftyr. And he wold tell to relygyous men the payne that he
segh, that was soo gret, that he cowthe not tel hit openly. He
sayde that an angyll lad hym ynto a place that on the toon6
syde was suche a colde, that no tong myght tell the payne
therof ; and on that other syde was suche a hete, that no
man rnyght tell the payne therof,.. and sowles wern cast out
of that won into the tother. And so that angyll schewet hym
the fyre that come out at the mowthe, that was the fyre of
hell; that was so hote, that als fer/e as he myght seen hit,
hym thoght he brennet for hete. And yn the lees therof
he segh sowles bulmyng8 up and don, cryyng horrybuly, and
a noyse of fendes cryyng; "Sle7, sle, sle, sle, sle, sle, opon
the broche8, rost hote, cast ynto the cawdren8, setthe10 fast
yn pyche, and coodu> and brymston, and hot leed !"

17     PURGATORY

Mid, p. 269.
In Die Animarum Sermo Brevis ad Parockianas.

Good man and woymen, as ye.kneweth wel, the morow
aftyr All-halow-day ys evermor Sowlemasse-day, that feen
yn purgatory yn Goddys pryson and have gret nede to be
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